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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
8/2/2004 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 9-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Borland 
(WO 99/26394). 

Referring to Claim 9, Borland teaches a portable telephone allowing a call 
recipient, after detecting a pending incoming call 300 (fig. 4), to respond to the call in a 
normal-response mode 320 (fig. 4) or to activate an originator-confirmation mode to 
seek identification of the caller (fig. 10), comprising: 

display means for displaying to the call recipient, while the incoming call is 
pending, a call identifier, if any, of an originator of the received call (see pg. 3, lines 4-5); 

an originator-confirmation activator means that is operable by the call recipient, 
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while the incoming call is pending, to activate the originator-confirmation mode, if the 
call recipient does not recognize the displayed call identifier or there is no such call 
identifier displayed (see pg. 14, lines 12-17); 

message-sending means which is activated when the call recipient operates the 
originator-confirmation activator means, the message-sending means upon being 
activated sending a first message to the call originator prompting a response from the 
call originator (see pg. 14, lines 31-37); and, 

monitor means for outputting to the call recipient a speech signal from the call 
originator as the response 900 and 920 (fig. 11), wherein the portable telephone allows 
a call recipient to either: 

(i) respond to an incoming call in the normal response mode by 

responding to the call without activating the originator-confirmation mode (see 320 of 
fig. 4); or, 

(ii) respond to an incoming call by activating the originator- 
confirmation mode, consider the response from the call originator, and then either 
terminate the call or respond in the normal-response mode (see pg. 14, lines 28-30). 

Referring to Claim 10, Borland also teaches timer means for measuring a 
predetermined time after the first message is sent, wherein connection of the call 
originator is terminated if an acceptable response from the call originator is not received 
within the predetermined time (see pg. 15, lines 5-18). 

Referring to Claim 11, Borland also teaches a normal-response activator means 
for activating a normal-response mode, wherein activation of the normal-response 
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activator means causes a change from the originator-confirmation mode to the normal- 
response mode (see 310 of fig. 4). 

Referring to Claim 12, Borland also teaches wherein only reception is possible in 
the originator confirmation mode, and both transmission and reception are possible in 
the normal-response mode (see pg. 14, lines 21-30). 

Referring to Claim 13, Borland also teaches a channel disconnection activation 
means for forcible immediate disconnection of the originator if an acceptable speech 
signal from the call originator is not received, the forcible disconnection taking place 
after the message-sending means has sent a second message to the call originator 
regarding lack of reception of an acceptable speech signal (see pg. 18, lines 1-5). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 8/2/2004 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The applicant argues that the Borland reference does not teach the option of 
simply speaking with the caller after a glance at their display. The examiner disagrees. 
When referring to Fig. 7 of the Borland reference, there is a caller ID unit which displays 
the number of the incoming call. When the "no-call" feature is not enabled, as shown in 
fig. 4, the phone rings like normal thus enabling the user to answer an incoming call just 
by looking at the caller ID # on the display. Therefore, the Borland reference does teach 
the limitation of simply speaking with the caller after a glance at their display. 
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Second, answering a call after glancing at an identification # on a display is very 
well known in the art and is a feature in the vast majority, if not all cellular phones used 
today. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eugene Yun whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
2689. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am-5:30pm Alt. Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivian Chin can be reached on (703) 308-6739. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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